
Santa Rosa 1st Annual Sandy Sansing Local Spelling Bee 
 

 
 

Local Bee Eligibility Rules 

1. Student participants must be enrolled as a full-time student at a public school, private 
school, or home-school program in Santa Rosa County. 

 
2. There is a minimum grade requirement of 5th grade for participation, making students in 

5th-8th grades eligible for participation in the regional bee (final local bee) in Tallahassee, 
pending that they are not older than 15 years of age on or before August 31, 2019, and 
have not passed beyond the 8th grade on or before February 1, 2020. 

 
3. Student participants must be declared the winner of a classroom or school bee and 

registered by a school official with Santa Rosa County School District’s Literacy 
Department to participate in the 2020 local bee (district bee). 

 
 
 

Local Spelling Bee Competition Rules 

 
1. The student must pronounce the word correctly after hearing it called out by the pronouncer 

and before starting to spell it. If the student mispronounces the word, the pronouncer will 
repeat the word and ask the student to pronounce it a second time. 

 
2. The student may start to spell a word no more than twice. A start will be interpreted as any 

spelling attempt short of calling out the last letter. Calling out the last letter of the word will 
constitute a complete attempt. After a student has made a complete attempt to spell a word, 
he or she may not start over again. When allowed to start over, there can be no change of 
letters or their sequence. If letters are changed in the starting over, the speller will be 
eliminated. Also, if the sequence of the letters changes, the speller will be eliminated. 

 
3. During the competition, the speller is encouraged to pronounce the word after spelling it but 

will not be disqualified for failing to do so. 

 
4. The pronouncer will call out each word twice. If the word could be confused by meaning or 

sound with another word, the pronouncer will use the word correctly in a sentence or give its 
meaning. Students will be given reasonable time to think before spelling a word, but judges 
may disqualify any student who ignores a request to begin spelling. 

 

5. The speller is responsible for any misunderstanding of the word unless 
(1) The pronouncer never provided a correct pronunciation; 



(2) The pronouncer provided incorrect information regarding the definition, part of 
speech, or language of origin; or 

(3) The speller correctly spelled a homonym of the word and the pronouncer failed 
to either offer a definition or distinguish the homonyms. 

 

6. Any question relating to the spelling of a word should be referred to the designated official 

immediately. A parent, legal guardian, teacher, or principal of the student may make an 

appeal. * 
 

7. If a student needs additional information about a word after it is pronounced, he or she may 
ask the pronouncer for a definition of the word, a sentence using the word, or the language 
of origin. 

 
8. The pronouncer will call out one word in turn to each student. When the student either 

forfeits or misspells his/her word, the pronouncer will give the correct spelling and then ask 
the next student in line to spell a new word. 

 

9. A student who misspells a word or commits a forfeit may not continue to compete. 
 

10. When there are only five contestants left, the words will be given in rounds, meaning that if a 

contestant misses a word, he or she will not be eliminated until the end of that round. 
 

11. The last two students in a match shall continue to spell until one student has spelled correctly 
both a word misspelled by the other student and one additional word. If both students 
misspell the same word, both will continue and the one who first misspelled the word will be 
given a new word to spell. The student who emerges successfully through the process will be 
declared the winner of the match, and the other student declared as first runner-up (2nd

 

place). 
 

*Appeals- The appeals table will contain forms and writing utensils so that formal written 
appeals may be submitted to officials. The appeal must include the speller’s name, name 
and contact information of person filing appeal, the relationship to the student of the 
person filing the appeal, the word in question, and the grounds for reinstatement. The 
deadline for delivering the appeal is before the speller affected would have received their 
next word had they remained in the bee. The pronouncer will pause for one minute at 
the conclusion of final rounds to provide time for appeals to be made. 


